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LA GRAN IDEA

Pasa una generacion y muere Moisés. El Sefior
llama a Josué a guiar su gente. Dos espias visitan Salmos/Psalm 8
a Jerico y estan ayudados por Rahab. Dios ensefia
a la gente como conquistar a Jerico. Ellos obede-
ceny Dios les da la victoria.

Josué/Joshua 5-6
BIG IDEA

MEMORY VERSE

KEY VERSES

God directs Joshua on how to conquer Jericho
and several other Canaanite cities They obey
and God gives them victory.

PREPARATION & MATERIALS

. Bible + 10 — 20 disposable plates (strong)
- Experience Mission will provide a baseball cap + 10 — 20 disposable cups
and bear ears. « 2 tennis balls

- Note: bring extra balls, cups and plates if you
anticipate a group of over 30 children

« White construction paper 12 x 18 inches, one per child | « Photocopies of Coloring Sheet (1 per child)
« Brown or grey paper rectangles precut 1x 2 inches,
about 30 per child

« Crayons or markers

« Glue

« Red yarn or ribbon, 6 inches per child

« Example of completed craft. ‘

« Optional: Extra scraps of
construction paper
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Salmos 8
Oh Jehova, Sefor nuestro, {Cuan grande es tu nombre \8\4

en toda la tierra, Que has puesto tu gloria sobre los cielos! %)
De la boca de los chiquitos y de los que maman,
fundaste la fortaleza, A causa de tus enemigos,
Para hacer cesar al enemigo, y al que se venga. Q
{ A\
Cuando veo tus cielos, obra de tus dedos, (@
La luna y las estrellas que tu formaste:
Digo: ;Qué es el hombre, para que tengas de él memoria,
Y el hijo del hombre, que lo visites? \%/
Pues le has hecho poco menor que los angeles, J%
Y coronastelo de gloria y de lustre. ﬁ
Hicistelo ensefiorear de las obras de tus manos; 5 @
Todo lo pusiste debajo de sus pies: @
Ovejas, y bueyes, todo ello; Y asimismo las bestias del campo,
Las aves de los cielos, y los peces de la mar; @
" @
Todo cuanto pasa por los senderos de la mar.
Oh Jehova, Sefior nuestro, {Cuan grande es tu nombre j?

en toda la tierral
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PUESTA EN ESCENA

TL lleva gorra de béisbol. Oso lleva orejas de 0so.

GUION

TL

Oso

TL

Oso

TL

Oso

TL

TL

Oso

TL

Oso

TL

Hola Oso, me alegro qué estas aqui hoy. Quiero terminar la historia sobre Dios y los israelitas
y como los guio a la Tierra Prometida.

;Realmente llegaron? ;No equivocaron otra vez con sus quejas?
Si, es correcto.
¢Escuchan a Dios esta vez?

iSil'Y antes que termino la historia, quiero jugar un juego con los nifios y tu. Es un juego muy
sencillo que se llama Simoén Dice.

iEste juego es muy divertido! Si tu dices, “Simon dice salta,” tengo que saltar. Pero si NO
dices, “Simon dice,” y soélo dices, “Salta,” yo no salto. ;Verdad?

Es verdad. Y si haces algo que Simoén no dice, pierdes el juego. Jugamos por algunos
minutos con los nifios. (Juega Simon dice con mandatos sencillos como aplaude, mueve la
cabeza, mueve los dedos, salta, guifia, etc. Alade mandatos de la Biblia: Simoén dice come
mana, Simon dice marcha, Simon dice toca la trompeta, Simon dice grita.)

iQué diversion! Ahora, escuchan a la historia, y tal vez sera un momento cuando Simoén habla
otra vez. Ahora el castigo de Israel es completo, caminaron en el desierto cuarenta afios, y la
proxima generacion esta lista para seguir a Josué.

Si, Josué es el lider nuevo después de Moisés se murio. Moisés fue asombroso, supongo
gue era dificil seguir en sus pasos.

Es correcto, Oso. Después de murié Moisés, Dios habld directamente a Josué para
prepararle a guiar a los israelita. Dijo, “Te doy cada lugar donde caminas. Nadie sera capaz
de enfrentarse a ti por toda tu vida. Yo estaré contigo. Nunca te dejaré. Entonces sea fuerte y
valiente. Yo soy el Sefior tu Dios.”

Esta promesa es increible, que nadie puede enfrentarse a Josué por toda su vida.

Si, es un bueno recordatorio que su gente solo puede hacer cosas con la fuerza del Sefior.
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Solo pide que su gente obedezca. La dltima vez nuestra historia termind con los dos espias
qgue fueron a Jericd a encontraron que la gente estaba aterrorizada de los israelitas y su
Dios.

Y la mujer que vivid en el muro de la ciudad les ayudod esconder y escapar.

Es verdad. Rahab les ayudo, y en la historia de hoy, ellos le van a ayudar a ella. La mafiana
proxima, después de los dos espias dieron su reporte, Josué se mudo a la gente mas cerca
del Rio Jordan. Los lideres dijeron a la gente a seguir a los sacerdotes y el arca del pacto.

Pues, no quiero interrumpir, pero que es un arca del pacto?

Es una buena pregunta Oso. Hace mucho tiempo cuando Moisés hablé en el Monte Sinal,
dio Diez Mandamientos importantes, otras reglas especiales para los israelitas, y algunas
instrucciones especiales sobre coémo construir una carpa para alabar a Dios. Dentro de esta
carpa Dios puso los Diez Mandamientos en una caja especial, cubierta de oro puro y dos
alas de angeles encima de la caja. Soélo los sacerdotes pudieron tocar el arca del pacto.

Imagina que toda la gente han empacado todas sus cosas, incluyendo las carpas, la ropa, las
animales, y estan esperando con los sacerdotes cerca del Rio Jordan. Era la época de la
cosecha vy el rio era muy alto. Pero, cuando los sacerdotes entraron al rio, dejo de fluir, pard
en una pila arriba. Los sacerdotes estaban en el medio de la rambla con el arca del pactoy
toda la gente cruzo al otro lado. iSimon dice marcha! (Deja tiempo para que los nifios pueden
marchar y sentirles.) Cuando estaban al otro lado del Jordan, Josué escogio a doce hombres
y dijo a ellos a escoger a doce piedras. Después los sacerdotes salieron del rio y regreso a
fluir normal.

sPorque tomaron doce piedras?

Josué tomo doce piedras que habian en el rio Jordan y los puso en un lugar que se llama
Gilgal. Dijo, “Cuando sus hijos preguntan que significan estas piedras, cuéntales que paso
aqui. Cuéntales que Dios seco el rio Jordan para ustedes, como también seco el Mar Rojo.
Todos sabran que el Sefior el un Dios poderoso, y ustedes honraran al Sefior para siempre.”
La gente sabia que el Sefior estaba con ellos y que Josué era un hombre fiel y le honraron.
El proxima dia, pudieron comer comida del campo en Canaan por la primera vez. El mana
dejo de caer, y nunca lo comieron otra vez.

Me parece que es un cambio bueno. ;Comieron el mana por cuarenta afios, verdad?

Es verdad. Muchos de los israelitas nacieron durante los cuarenta afios en el desierto y el
mana era la Unica comida que habian comido! Seguro que estaban muy emocionados comer
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otras cosas, tal vez tenfan uvas y pan y aceitunas. Recuerda, la gente adentro de la ciudad
de Jerico estaba muy preocupada. Cerraron las puertas de la ciudad cuando los espias
escaparon. Pensaron que los muros grandes pudieron protegerles, pero Dios tuvo otros
planes. Dijo a Josué. “Me he entregado a Jericé en sus manos.” Dio instrucciones a Josué a
tener siete sacerdotes con trompetas marchan en frente de los sacerdotes con el arca del
pacto y que los otros soldados deben marchar atras.

Entonces Josué y su gente obedecieron. Marcharon alrededor de la ciudad una vezy
regresaron a su campamento para la noche. {Simon dice MARCHA! Simén dice siéntense.
Cada dia por seis dias Josué y los israelitas marcharon alrededor de Jerico una vez, y no
hicieron ningun ruido excepto las trompetas. i{Simon dice MARCHA! jSimon dice toca la
trompeta! {Simoén dice duerme! (Repite seis veces, rapidos.) Pero durante el dia séptimo, se
levantaron al amanecer y marcharon alrededor la ciudad siete veces. Después de la séptima
vez Josué dijo, “iGrital |El Sefior les ha dado esta ciudad!” Entonces los sacerdotes sopld una
vez en sus trompetas y todos los soldados gritaron, y los muros de Jerico cayeron.

iSimon dice marcha, toca la trompeta, y grita! (Los nifios hacen ruido y después hazles
sentarles.)

iAy! No esperaba eso. Empecé a pensar que los soldados estaran demasiado cansados
después de su marcha.

Era una demostracion del poder de Dios. El dia que los israelitas conquistd a Jerico y capturd
la ciudad. Sdlo Rahab y su familia fueron rescatas cuando los dos espias entraron a su casa
con la cuerda roja en la ventana. Ellos mantuvieron la promesa a ella.

Después de capturd a la ciudad Josué aviso a los soldados, “No tome a nada de la ciudad.
Todas las cosas hechas de metal deben ser guardadas por el Sefior. Pero si alguien toma
algo por su mismo, €l traerd problemas para todo Israel. Josué puso las cosas hechas de
plata y oro y bronce y hierro al tesoreria en la casa del Sefior. El Sefior y Josué estaban
famoso por toda la tierra de Canaan. Jerico solo fue una ciudad en una area muy grande. El
Sefior les ayudd conquistar a muchas otras ciudades.

Habia una ciudad que se llamé Gabadn. Ellos intentaron hacer un acuerdo de paz con los
israelitas. Eso causo a un rey que se llamo Adonisedec a hacer acuerdos con cinco ciudades
otras a pelear contra la ciudad de Gabadn. Entonces la gente de Gabadn rogaron a Josué a
ayudarles, entonces Josué y su e€jército marcharon toda la noche y atacaron de sorpresa.
Dios les ayudo a derrotar el enemigo mediante el envio de grandes piedras de granizo y
haciendo el sol se detuviera.

JEl sol se detuviera? ;Los enemigos consiguieron quemados por el sol?
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TL No, no fueron quemados por el sol, Oso chistoso. El sol se detuviera es una manera de decir
gue Dios dio mas tiempo a los israelitas para pelear. Mantuvo el sol en el cielo para darles
mucha luz para terminar su batalla. Obtuvieron la victoria en cada batalla, porque el Sefior
estaba peleando por ellos. El Sefior usé a Josué a guiar a los israelitas y pudieron conquistar
a la tierra de Canaan, la tierra prometida de Dios.

PREGUNTAS PARA EL DEBATE

« sQuién era el lider después de murié Moisés?

- ;Qué cualidad personal Dios dijo a Josué que debe tener?

« ;Como pudo Josué ser fuerte y valiente?

- ;Cuando has necesitado ser fuerte?

« ;Cuando has necesitado ser valiente?

« ;Puedes ser fuerte y valiente solo?

- ;Como pudieron los soldados israelitas hacer el muro gigante caer sin tocarlo?
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CAST

TL wearing baseball cap
Bear wearing bear ears

SCRIPT

TL and Bear enter stage

TL Hi Bear. I'm glad to see you today. | want to finish the story about how God led the
Israelites to the Promised Land.

Bear You mean they actually get there? They don’t goof it up again by complaining?
TL That’s right.
Bear They actually listen to God this time?

TL They do. And before | finish the story, | want to play a game with you and the kids. It's
a simple game that you may have played before called Simon Says.

Bear That's a fun game! If you say “Simon Says jump” then | have to jump. But if you don’t
say “Simon Says, and you only say “‘jump” then | don’t jump. Right?

TL That's right. And if you do something that Simon doesn’t say then you’re out. Let’s
play it for a few minutes with the kids! (Play Simon Says several rounds beginning with
simple commands like clap, shake head, wiggle fingers, jump, wink, etc. Mix in
commands that come from the bible story: Simon Says eat manna. Simon Says march
in place. Simon Says blow trumpet. Simon Says shout.)

TL That was fun! Now, listen carefully to the story, there may be a moment when Simon
speaks again! Now, the Israelite’s punishment is all finished, they wandered in the
wilderness for 40 years, and the next generation is ready to follow Joshua’s lead.

Bear Ohyah. Joshua is the new leader now after Moses died. Moses was sure amazing. It
will be hard for Joshua to follow in his footsteps.

TL You’re right, Bear. After Moses died, God spoke directly to Joseph to prepare him for
the role he would play. He said, “I will give you every place you walk on. No one will
be able to stand up against you as long as you live. | will be with you. | will never
leave you. So, be strong and brave, do not lose heart. | am the Lord your God.”

Bear That's a pretty neat promise that no one would be able to stand against Joseph for his
while entire lifel Wow!
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Yah, it's a good reminder that it's only by God’s strength that his people can do
anything at all. He only asks that his people obey. Last time our story ended with the
two spies who went to Jericho and found that the people there were already terrified
of the Israelites and their God.

And that lady who lived high on the city wall helped them hide and then escape.

That's right. Rahab helped them, and in today’s story, they will help her. The very next
morning, after the two spies gave their report, Joshua had the people of Israel move
up to the Jordan River. The leaders went through the camp telling the people to
follow the priests and the Covenant box.

Uh, TL. I'm sorry to interrupt, but what is a Covenant Box?

That's a great question, Bear. Back when God spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai, he
gave him Ten important Commandments, many other special rules for the Israelites,
and some specific instructions on how to build a special tent to worship God. Inside
that tent God had them put the Ten Commandments in a special box, it's sometimes
called the Ark of the Covenant or the Covenant Box. It was a beautiful box, covered
with pure gold and it had two angel wings on the lid. Only the priests were allowed to
move the Covenant Box.

Imagine now that all the people have packed up all their belongings, including tents,
clothes, livestock, and everything else, and they are waiting behind the priests at the
edge of the Jordan River. It was harvest time and the river was very high. But, when
the priests stepped into the water it stopped flowing and made a big pile upstream.
The priests stood in the middle of the dry riverbed with the Covenant Box and all the
people crossed to the other side. Simon Says march in place! (Allow time for kids to
march then sit down). When they were safely across, Joshua chose twelve me and
said to them, Then the priests came out of the river and it returned to normal.

Why did they take 12 rocks?

Joshua took those 12 big stones that had been in the Jordan river and he set them up
in a pile in a place called Gilgal. He said, “When your children ask you what these
stones mean, tell them what happened here. Tell them that the Lord your God dried
up the Jordan for you, just as he dried up the Red Sea. Then everyone will know that
the Lord is a mighty God, and you will honor the Lord forever” The people knew that
God was with them and that Joshua, was a good man and they honored him. The
next day they were able to eat food from the fields of Canaan for the first time. The
manna stopped falling and they never had any more.

Gee, that must have been really nice. Didn’t they eat manna for 40 whole years?

That's right. Many of the Israelites were born during those 40 years and manna was
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about the only food they had ever eaten! I'm sure they were thrilled to eat other
things, they may have had grapes and grain and olives from the fields. Now
remember, the people inside the city of Jericho were very worried. They closed up
the gates of the city from the moment the spies had escaped. They thought their big
city walls would save them, but God had other plans. He told Joshua, “l have
delivered Jericho into your hands.” He told Joshua to have seven priests with
trumpets march ahead of the priests carrying the Covenant Box and the rest of the
soldiers were to march behind quietly.

So Joshua and the people obeyed. They marched around the city one time then
returned to their camp for the night. Simon Says march! Simon Says sit. Each day for
six days Joshua and his men marched around the city of Jericho one time making no
sound except for the trumpets. Simon Says march! Simon Says blow your trumpets!
Simon Says sleep! Simon Says march! Simon Says blow your trumpets! Simon Says
sleep! (repeat 6 times total quickly) But on the seventh day they got up at sunrise and
marched around the city seven times. On the seventh time Joshua said, “Shout! The
Lord has given you the city! So the priests blew one long trumpet blast and all the
soldiers gave a huge shout and the walls of Jericho fell down! Simon Says march,
blow trumpets and shout!! (Let the kids make noise then have them sit down)

Bear Wowsers! | didn’t see that coming. | was starting to wonder if the soldiers would be
too tired to fight after all that marching.

TL It was another of God’s acts of power. That day the Israelites conquered Jericho and
captured the city. Only Rahab and her family were rescued when the two spies went
to the house with the red cord tied to the window. They kept their promise to her.

After the city was captured Joshua warned the soldiers, “Don’t take anything from the
city. Everything metal must be set apart for the Lord. But if anyone takes something
for himself he will bring trouble on all of Israel. Joshua put the silver and gold and
things made from bronze and iron into the treasury of the Lord’s house. The Lord and
Joshua became famous through the whole land of Canaan. Jericho was just one city
in a very large area. The Lord helped them conquer many other cities.

There was one city called Gibeon, they tried to make a peace agreement with the
Israelites. This caused a king named Adonizedek to make agreements with five other
cities and fight against Gibeon. So the people of Gibeon begged Joshua to help, so
Joshua and his army marched all night and made a surprise attack. God helped them
defeat the enemy by sending large hail stones and by causing the sun to stand still.

Bear Causing the sun to stand still? How would that help? Did the enemies get sunburned
or something?

TL No, not sunburn, silly Bear. The sun standing still is another way of saying that God
gave the Israelites more time to fight. He kept the sun in the sky to give them plenty
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of day light to finish the battle. They were victorious in every battle, because the Lord
was fighting for them. The Lord used Joshua to lead the Israelites and they were able
to conquer the land of Canaan, the land God had promised.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

« Who was the next leader after Moses died?

- What character quality did God tell Joshua to have?

« How was Joshua able to be strong and courageous?

« When have you had to be strong?

« When have you had to be courageous?

- Can you be strong and courageous on your own?

- How were the Israelites soldiers able to make a giant, stone wall fall down without even
touching it?
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CRAFT

Kids will make the walls of Jericho.

Scissors, staplers, rulers, hole punches

Have the kids experiment with the best way to « White construction paper 12 x 18 inches, one per child
create a wall using the small rectangles on the - Brown or grey paper rectangles cut or torn 1x 2 inches,
white paper. Leaders may want to give some tips about 30 per child

on how to stagger the rectangles and cutting . Crayons or markers

some in half to use on the ends of some rows . Glue

(think of how bricks are laid). - Red yarn or ribbon, 6 inches per child

Have the kids leave a window near the top of their | . Example of completed craft.

wall. - Optional: Extra scraps of construction paper

Glue rectangles down to white paper.

Tie the red yarn or ribbon into a bow and glue to
the window of the wall.

Color green grass at the base of the wall and blue
sky behind and above.

Optional: Draw, cut and glue priests with trumpets
or soldiers marching around the wall.
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GAME -

Kids will stack and unstack cups and plates to be the
first team complete.

Set up two even teams of players in lines facing
one another with about 20 feet between.

« 10 — 20 disposable plates (strong)

« 10 — 20 disposable cups

. 2 tennis balls

« Note: bring extra balls, cups and plates if you
anticipate a group of over 30 children

In the place two piles of cups and plates to stack
up.
Each team will be given one ball.
The first player from each team will run down to
the middle where their equipment is, and stack
the plates and cups alternating them, having the
cups face down, and then run back and tag the
next person.
The next person will run down and unstack them
and run back to tag he third person.
The first team to get through all the players wins.
THE BALL: Anyone from another team has the
option of using their ball to try to knock down the
other team's stacked pile to set them
behind. This is done only by the next
person in line, on their turn, they
cannot go do their task until the
person behind them has
retrieved the thrown ball
and brought it back to the
group. If a team's cups
are knocked down, the
person that stacked them
has to return and do it
again. So the strategy
becomes do you knock
down someone else's
stack or focus only on your
team's progress and play it
safe.

Game Options

Play Stack and Unstack without the

ball the first round. Introduce the ball on the
second round.

This game can be played with more than two teams if your
group is large. Consider making 3 or 4 even teams. (You
will need more cups, plates and balls).

Remind kids to throw the ball gently.




