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LA GRAN IDEA

Moisés envia a 12 espias para explorar a Canaan, la tierra
prometida. Dio un reporte que cre6 temor en los corazones
de la gente y demandan tender un lider nuevo que puede
llevarlos a Egipto otra vez. Sélo Caleb y Josué confian en
Dios para ganar la ciudad.

BIG IDEA

MEMORY VERSE

Salmo 8 y/o Josué 1.9
Psalm 8 and/or Joshua 1:9

Moses sends 12 spies to explore Canaan, the promised land.
They give a report that strikes fear in the people and they
demand a new leader who will take them back to Egypt. Only
Caleb and Joshua trust the Lord to help them conquer the
city. A generation passes and Moses dies. The Lord calls
Joshua to lead the people. Two spies visit Jericho and are
helped by Rahab.

KEY VERSES

Numeros/Numbers 13 & 14.
Josué/Joshua 1-5

PREPARATION &

MATERIALS

« Real or toy binoculars

- Bible

- Experience Mission will provide a baseball cap
and bear ears.

« Several sets of disguises such as: shirts, sweater,
t-shirt, shorts, skirts, shoes, coat, belt, tie, wig,
glasses, etc. (If lice or other bugs are an issue in
your location, chose simple disguises such as
glasses, ties and boots.)

« Several boxes or bags to hold disguises

- Stiff paper such as cardstock pre-cut into 5.5.x
8.5 inch sheets (inexpensive at Walmart), two
sheets per child.

« Markers or crayons

- Decorations such as sequins, stamps,
colored paper, stickers

« Ribbon pre-cut 18 inches long, one
per child

« Extra hole punch

- Extra staples and stapler

- Glue

« Photocopies of Coloring Sheet (1 per child)

- Scissors, hole punches,
staplers
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Salmos 8
Oh Jehova, Sefor nuestro, {Cuan grande es tu nombre \8\4

en toda la tierra, Que has puesto tu gloria sobre los cielos! %)
De la boca de los chiquitos y de los que maman,
fundaste la fortaleza, A causa de tus enemigos,
Para hacer cesar al enemigo, y al que se venga. Q
f A\
Cuando veo tus cielos, obra de tus dedos, (@
La luna y las estrellas que tu formaste:
Digo: ;Qué es el hombre, para que tengas de él memoria,
Y el hijo del hombre, que lo visites? \%/
Pues le has hecho poco menor que los angeles, J%
Y coronastelo de gloria y de lustre. ﬁ
Hicistelo ensefiorear de las obras de tus manos; @ @
Todo lo pusiste debajo de sus pies: @
Ovejas, y bueyes, todo ello; Y asimismo las bestias del campo,
Las aves de los cielos, y los peces de la mar; @ @
" @
Todo cuanto pasa por los senderos de la mar.

Oh Jehova, Sefior nuestro, {Cuan grande es tu nombre j?

en toda la tierral
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PUESTA EN ESCENA

TL lleva gorra de béisbol. Oso llevando orejas de 0so; tiene prismaticos o binoculares

GUION

Oso (Con los binoculares sobre los ojos, levanta arribe del escenario, mira sobre los nifios, y sube
detras del escenario. Repite muchas veces, apareciendo en otros lugares.)

TL (Espera para Oso algunas veces antes que entra. Mira a Oso algunas veces mas antes que
habla.)

Pues...... Oso, ;Qué haces?

Oso  (Mira sobre el cuarto con los binoculares y salta atras con sorpresa cuando ve a TL) jAyyyyy!
TL ;Qué? ;Qué ha pasado?

Oso  jEstas grandote! ;Qué paso con tu cuerpo?

TL (Mira a su propio cuerpo, toca sus piernas para averiguar que no ha crecido.) Oso, no he
cambiado, lo mismo tamafio. Estoy en frente de ti.

Oso  jPero estas grandooooote y estoy confundido!

TL (Suavemente quita los binoculares de los ojos de Oso.) Oso, estas mirandome con los
binoculares. Me dan la apariencia de un gigante. jQué chistoso Oso!

Oso  (Avergonzado) Oh. Jeje. Siiiii....
TL Entonces, ;porque tienes estos binoculares?

Oso Yo estoy fingiendo ser un superhéroe. Me llamo Super Oso Espia, y busco los criminales para
traerles a la justicia.

TL (Impresionado) Veo que escuchaste las historias de ayer sobre los Diez Mandamientos. ;Has
encontrado algunos criminales?

Oso  Claro que si. Podria llenar un libro con todo lo que he visto hoy. Yo vi a mi vecino hablando
con su boca llena de comida. Vi a una persona que puso su chicle en el suelo. Después vi a
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un muchacho que no ayudo a su abuela con la puerta. Ademas habia un 0so que no dijo por
favor ni gracias.

TL Has estado muy ocupado. ;Como vas a traer estos.... criminales... a la justicia?
Oso  Pues, no he hecho nada. S6lo me gusta espiar.

TL sQuerias escuchar una historia de la Biblia que tiene que ver con los espias?
Oso ¢Habian espias en la Biblia? Cuéntame.

TL Esta historia empieza algunos afios después de Moisés recibio los Diez Mandamientos. Dios
habia guiado a los israelitas al desierto cerca de Canaan. Mientras que estaban all, el Sefior
habld con Moisés. Dijo, “Escoge un lider de cada tribu y enviarles a explorar la tierra de
Canaan’”

Oso jLa Tierra Prometida! ¢Es la tierra llena de leche y miel?

TL Correcto. Es llena de leche y miel, y eso significa que hay buena tierra, plantas saludables,
animales fuertes, y abejas felices. Entonces Moisés escogié a doce hombres y dijo,
“Averiguan la condicion de la tierra y qué fuerte es la gente. Tienen que averiguar si sus
ciudades son fortificadas.” Envio a los espias a Canaan.

Oso  ¢Un equipo de doces espias? jQué diversion!

TL No sé si ellos se divirtieron tanto. Fue un trabajo dificil. Los espias pasaron cuarenta dias
explorando la tierra y estaban nerviosos, “La tierra es rica y fértil, pero la gente es muy fuerte
y sus ciudades son fortificadas.” Dos de los espias dijeron, “Debemos atacar a la gente ahora
y tomar su tierra. Estamos suficientemente fuertes para conquistarla.” Pero diez de los otros
espias dijeron, “iNO! Las personas son demasiadas fuertes. La tierra no sera buena para
nosotros. Y la gente nos parecen gigantes. Nos sentimos como saltamontes pequefios.”

Oso Pues, yo entiendo este sentimiento. ;No estaban mirando por binoculares?

TL (Rie) No. Binoculares no fueron inventados ya. La gente de Canaan fue muy grande y los
espias tuvieron miedo. Los israelitas también tuvieron miedo y quejaron a Moisés otra vez.
“Seria mejor morir en Egipto. Si vamos a esta tierra, nos van a matar. Escogimos un lider

nuevo y regresar a Egipto.”

Oso  ¢Estas bromeando? ;Después de todo lo que ha hecho Dios para ellos?
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Oso

TL

Oso

TL

Oso

TL

Si, el temor puede afectar a la gente y puede hacer decisiones malas. Recuerdas que dos
espias tuvieron fe, recordaron lo que el Sefior habia hecho y supieron que Dios estaba
apoyandoles. Dijeron, “iEsta tierra que exploramos es excelente! Con la ayuda de Dios,
podemos conquistar a la gente con facilidad. jNo tengan miedo!” Pero los israelitas estaban
tan lleno de temor que intentaron apedrear los dos espias.

;Qué significa eso?

Apedrear fue una manera de matar a otras personas hace muchos afios. Rodearon a la
persona para tirar piedras hacia la persona hasta que murio.

iEs horrible! Y recibieron los Diez Mandamientos, y uno de los mandamientos es no matar.

Estas correcto, Oso. Dios intervino y guardo a los espias fieles. Aparecio sobre el
Tabernaculo, la tienda especial para alabar, y dijo, “;Cuanto tiempo me burlan estas
personas? ;Cuanto tiempo se niegan a tener fe? Me rechazan aungue he hecho tantos
milagros para ellos. Entonces les voy a destrozar con una plaga.”

Moisés oro, “Sefior, tu amor es grande. Perdona el pecado de esta gente codmo ha hecho
desde el dia que salieron de Egipto hasta ahora.”

El Sefior respondiod, “Les he perdonado, cémo me has pedido. Seguro que mi gloria llenara
toda la tierra. Pero nada de las personas infieles pueden entrar en la tierra. La gente van a
viajar por cuarenta afios, hasta que la persona fiel final es muerta.” El Sefior envidé una plaga a
los diez espias quien tuvo el reporte falso y murieron. Pero Josué y Caleb, los espias fieles,
no fueron dafiados.

;Cuarenta afios? Es un castigo muy severo.

Pues, si fue mucho tiempo para esperar, y estaba muy triste para la gente que supieron que
no iban a entrar en la Tierra Prometida. Pero Dios no perdio el tiempo. Durante los cuarenta
afios la gente aprendia como escuchar a Dio y como obedecerle.

Practicaron las leyes especiales y alababa en el Tabernaculo. La poblacion de los israelitas
crecio por causa de Dios y eventualmente los nifios estaban guerreros fuertes. Moisés
estaba muy viejito y sabia que no pudo guiar a la gente a la Tierra Prometida. Entonces el
Sefior escogio a Josué, uno de los espias fieles, para ser el lider nuevo.

Moisés dijo a Josué, “Eres el escogido que guiara esta gente a la tierra que el Sefior
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Oso
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Oso
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prometio a sus antepasados. El Sefior te va a guiar y quedar contigo, entonces no tengas
miedo ni perder tu valor. Después de esto, Moisés subiod la montafia dénde el Sefior le
mostro toda la tierra que iba a dar a Israel, y con 120 afios de edad, Moisés murié y los
israelitas endecharon por él treinta dias.

Qué triste. Moisés es como el superhéroe de la Biblia.

Si, la Biblia dice que Israel nunca ha tenido otra profeta que ha conocido al Sefior cara a cara.
Pero ahora Dios esta preparando a Josué a guiar a la gente. Dijo, “Preparate a guiar la gente
de Israel sobre el rio Jordan a la tierra que he prometido a ellos.” Entonces, Josué envio a
dos espias del campamento con drdenes de explorar la tierra de Canaan en secreto,
especialmente la ciudad de Jerico.

Mas espias. Excelente. Espero que obedezcan al Sefior esta vez.

Esta parte es muy emocionante. Cuando los espias llegaron en Jerico, quedaron en la casa
de una mujer que se llamoé Rahab. Ella estaba muy generoso con ellos aunque fueron
enemigos de su ciudad. Les escondio en su techo bajo un haz de lino. El rey escuché que
Rahab tenia espias israelitas en su casa. Envié un mensaje a ella, “Los hombres en tu casa
han venido como espias contra nuestro pais. jTrae los espias a mil”

Rahab respondio, “Algunos hombre vinieron a mi casa, pero no sé donde estan ahora.
Salieron en la noche. Si ustedes salen muy pronto, tal vez pueden encontrarles.” Entonces
fueron los hombres del rey para buscar los espias.

Asombroso. jUn agente doble!

Tal vez Rahab ya habia escuchado lo que hizo Dios para los israelitas. De hecho, dijo a los
espias, “Yo sé que el Sefior les ha dado esta tierra. Por favor, dame la promesa que muestran
misericordia en mi familia como he mostrado misericordia a ustedes. jNo permiten que sean
matados!”

Los espias respondio, “Si no dices a nadie lo que hacemos, te prometimos que cuando el
Sefior nos da esta tierra, te vamos a mostrar misericordia. Cuando regresamos, pon una

cuerda roja en tu ventana. Trae a la familia en la casa también, y seran seguros.”

Después Rahab ayudo a los espias a escapar por la ventana, y les dijo donde pudieron
esconder algunos dias hasta que los soldados paré su busqueda.

Los dos espias escondieron en las montafias por tres dias, como Rahab habia sugerido. Los
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soldados del rey les buscaron pero finalmente paré y regresoé a Jericoé. Después los espias
regresaron al campamento de los israelitas. Dijeron a Josué qué habia pasado y dijo,

“Estamos seguros que el Sefior nos ha dado esta tierra. Toda la gente estan débiles con
temor por causa de nosotros.

Oso Ay, dos historias de espias en la Biblia. Y estan muy diferentes.

TL De hecho es interesante comparar las dos historias. En la primera, los diez espias se
rindieron al temor y no tuvieron fe. El Sefior les castigd por su desobediencia. En la historia
segunda, los dos espias tuvieron mucho fe y pudieron ver que sus enemigos fueron llenos
de temor.

Oso  Entonces, squé pasd? ;Conquistaron a la ciudad?

TL Eso, mi amigo, es una historia para mafiana.

PREGUNTAS PARA EL DEBATE

« Cuantos espias envié Moisés a la tierra de Canaan?

« ;Cuantos de los doce espias fueron llenos de temor?

« ;Como influyeron a los israelitas?

- Qué era la consecuencia para los diez espias infieles?
« ;Qué era la consecuencia para los israelitas?

« Cuantos espias Josué envio a Jerico?

« ;Como les ayudo Rahab?

- ;Qué dijeron los dos espias a Josug?

- Qué significa tener fe?
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STAGING

TL wears baseball cap. Bear wears bear ears and binoculars.

SCRIPT

Bear With binoculars held to eyes pop up from over the stage sheet, scan the area then pop back
down. Repeat several times at different locations along the stage sheet))

TL (Wait for Bear to pop up several times before entering. Watch Bear a couple more times before
speaking) Uh, Bear, is that you?

Bear (Scan area through binoculars and jerk back in shock when TL comes into view) Ahhhhh!
TL What? What's wrong?
Bear TL! You're huge!! What happened to you?

TL (Look down at self, pat body to insure he hasn’'t grown) Bear, it’s just me. Regular sized TL. I'm
standing right in front of you.

Bear Your ginormous and it’s really freaking me out!

TL (Gently pull binoculars away from Bear’s eyes) Bear, you're looking at me through binoculars.
They make me look 20 times bigger. Silly Bear.

Bear (Embarrassed) Oh. He-he. Yah.
TL So what are you doing with binoculars in the first place?

Bear [I'm pretending I'm a super hero. I'm called Super Spy Bear and | seek out law breakers and
bring them to justicel!

TL (Impressed) | see that you took yesterday’s bible story about the Ten Commandments to heart.
Have you had any luck finding rule breakers?

Bear Ohyes. | could fill a book with all that I've witnessed today. | saw my neighbor talking with his
mouth full. | saw someone spit his gum on the ground. Then there was the guy who didn’t hold
the door open for the grandma bear. Oh, and | spied on my sister and her library books are
overdue! And there was the bear who didn’t say please or thank you!
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TL Wow. You've been busy. How exactly have you brought these...uh...rule breakers to justice?
Bear Well, | haven’t done anything yet. Mostly | just like to spy.

TL Would you like to hear a story about some spies in the bible?

Bear There were spies in the bible? Cool. Tell me all about it.

TL This story begins a while after Moses received the Ten Commandments. God had lead the
Israelites to the wilderness near Canaan. While they were there the Lord spoke to Moses. He
said, “Choose a leader from each of the tribes and send them to explore the land of Canaan.”

Bear Oh, the Promised Land! Is this the land flowing with milk and honey?

TL That’s right. It is flowing with milk and honey which also mean good soil, healthy plants, strong
animals, and happy bees. So Moses chose twelve men and said, “Find out how good the land
is and how strong the people are. Find out if their cities are fortified.” Then he sent the spies
on to Canaan.

Bear Whoa, a team of 12 spies. What fun!

TL | wonder if they felt like it was very much fun. It was a pretty serious job. The spies spent 40
days exploring the land and they were nervous, “The land is rich and fertile, but the people
there are strong and their cities are well fortified.” Two of the spies said, “We should attack now
and take the land. We are strong enough to conquer it.” But ten of the spies said, “No way!

The people there are way too powerful. The land will not be good for us. And the people
there are giants. We felt as small as grasshoppers, and that is how we must have looked to
them.”

Bear Gee, | know that feeling. They weren’t looking through binoculars by any chance, were they?

TL (Chuckle) No. Binoculars hadn’t been invented yet. The Canaanites were simply big people
and the spies were scared. The Israelites became afraid and complained to Moses once again.
“It would have been better to die in Egypt! If we do go to this land, we’ll be killed. Let’s
choose a new leader and go back to Egypt.

Bear You've gotto be kidding. After all that God had done for them?

TL Yes, fear can cause people to make terrible choices. Now remember two spies had faith, they
remembered what the Lord had done and knew they had God on their side. They said, “The
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land we explored is an excellent one. With God’s help, we can conquer the people easily!
Don’t be afraid!” But the Israelites were so full of fear that they tried to stone the two spies.

Huh? What does that mean?

Stoning people was a way of killing back then. They would surround someone and throw
stones at him until he died.

But that’s awfull And...and...they just got those Ten Commandments and one of them says not to
murder!

You’re absolutely right Bear. God intervened and saved the two faithful spies. He appeared
over the Tabernacle, the special tent for worship, and he said, “How long will these people
make fun of me? How long will they refuse to believe in me? They refuse even though | have
done many miraculous signs among them. So | will strike them down with a plague. | will
destroy them.”

Then Moses prayed, “Lord, your love is great. So forgive the sin of these people just as you
have done from the time they left Egypt until now.

The Lord replied, “I have forgiven them, just as you asked. You can be sure that my glory fills
the whole earth. But none of the unfaithful will live to enter the land. The people will wander
around for forty years, until the last of the unfaithful is dead.” Then the lord sent a disease on
the ten spies who spread the false report and they died. But Joshua and Caleb, the two faithful
spies, were not harmed.

Forty years? That’s a pretty hefty punishment.

Yes, it was a long time to wait, and it must have been very sad for the people to know they
would never enter the Promised Land. But God did not waste the time. During those 40 years
the people learned to listen to God and obey him. They practiced following his special laws
and worshiping him in the Tabernacle. He caused the Israelites to grow in number and
eventually the children grew to be strong warriors. Moses was getting very old and he knew he
would not be able to lead the people into the Promised Land. So the Lord chose Joshua, one
of the faithful spies to be the new leader.

Moses said to Joshua, You are the one who will lead these people into the land the Lord
promised our ancestors. The Lord himself will lead you and be with you, so do not lose
courage or be afraid.” After this Moses climbed up on a mountain where the Lord showed him
all the land that he was going to give to Israel, then, at the age of 120, Moses died and the
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people mourned for him for 30 days.
Oh. That's sad. Moses is like the greatest super hero of the bible.

Yes. The bible says that since then Israel has never had a prophet like Moses who knew the
Lord face to face, did signs wonderful acts in the sight of all the people of Israel. But now God
is preparing Joshua to lead the people. He said, “Get ready to lead the people of Israel across
the Jordan into the land that | have promised to give them.” So guess what, Joshua sent two
spies from the camp with orders to secretly explore the land of Canaan, especially the city of
Jericho.”

Spies again. Excellent. | hope they obey the Lord this time.

This is a pretty exciting part of the story. When the spies got to Jericho, they stayed the night in
the house of a woman named Rahab. She was kind to them, even though they were enemies
of her city. She hid them on her roof under bundles of flax. Word reached the king of Jericho
that Israelite spies were at Rahab’s house. He sent a message to her: The men in your house
have come to spy on our country! Bring them out!” Rahab replied, “Some men did come to my
house, but | don’t know where they have gone. They left at sunset. Go quickly and you might
find them.” So the king’s men left to search for the spies.

Cool. A double agent!

Perhaps Rahab had already heard of what God had done for the Israelites. In fact, she told the
spies, “I know the Lord has given you this land. No promise me that you will treat my family as |
have treated you. Don’t let them be killed!” The spies answered, “If you do not tell anyone
what we have been doing, we promise you that when the Lord gives us this land, we will treat
you well. When we come back, be sure to tie a red rope in your window. Bring your family to
your house and they will be safe.” Then Rahab helped the spies escape by letting them down
from her window in the city wall and told them where to hide for a few days until the soldiers
stopped hunting for them.

The two spies hid in the hills for three days, as Rahab had advised. The king’s men looked all
over the countryside for them but finally gave up and returned to Jericho. Then the spies
returned to the Israelite camp. They told Joshua all that had happened and then said, “We are
sure the Lord has given the whole land over to us. All of the people there are weak with fear
because of us.”

Gee. Two spy stories in the Bible! And they are so totally different.
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It's pretty interesting to compare the two stories. In the first one, the ten spies gave in to fear
and had no faith. The Lord punished them for their disobedience. In the second story, the two
spies had a lot of faith and they could see that their enemies were full of fear.

So, what happens? Do they conquer the city?

Ah. That my friend, is a story for tomorrow.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

« How many spies did Moses send to the land of Canaan?
« How many of the 12 spies were full of fear?

- How did they influence the Israelites?

- What was the consequence for the 10 unfaithful spies?

- What was the consequence for the Israelites?

« How many spies did Joshua send to Jericho?

- How did Rahab help them?

- What did the 2 spies report to Joshua?

- What does it mean to have faith?
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CRAFT

Kid swill make and decorate binoculars. « Roll up each of the two sheets of card stock
along the 5.5 inch side into two tubes. Staple
at top and bottom to hold (add a bit of glue
along seam for extra reinforcement).

« Staple tubes together at top and bottom.

« Punch hole into the sides of the tubes. Tie each
end of the ribbon to the holes forming a loop
for the child’s head.

« Decorate

- Stiff paper such as cardstock pre-cut into 5.5.x
8.5 inch sheets (inexpensive at Walmart), two
sheets per child.

« Markers or crayons

- Decorations such as sequins, stamps,
colored paper, stickers

« Ribbon pre-cut 18 inches long, one
per child

- Extra hole punch

- Extra staples and stapler

« Glue

« Scissors, hole punch, stapler
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GAME
| Spy Objective: Find the secret object. « Several sets of disguises such as: shirts, sweater,
t-shirt, shorts, skirts, shoes, coat, belt, tie, wig,
Disguise Relay: Teams race to put on and take off a glasses, etc. (If lice or other bugs are an issue in
disguise. your location, chose simple disguises such as
glasses, ties and boots.)
« Several boxes or bags to hold disguises

- Have everyone sit down in a group.

- Look around the room and pick an object. Say the phrase "l spy something..." and describe one feature about
the object (for example, "l spy something blue").

- Have each of the kids guess what the object is. If no one is able to identify the object, say the phrase again and
say another feature. Repeat until someone guesses the object.

- The first person to guess the object wins the game. Have the winner start a new round of "l Spy".

- Divide kits into at least two teams and form a line per team.
- Each team will send one person to the box at a time. The first dresses in the disguise and comes back, takes

off the disguise, and it to the second person.

- The second person puts on the disguise, runs back to the box, takes off the disguise and places it back in the
box.

- The game continues in this manner until every person in the team has worn the disguise, removed it and puts it
back in the box.
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